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CON.STITUTION OF THE 
NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
OF ONTARIO 
Article 1 - NAME 
( 1 ) The name of the party shall be 
the NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF 
ONTARIO. 
Article 2 - PRINCIPLES 
( 1) The provincial party will unite pro-
gressive people and organizations into a 
party democratically controlled and openly 
financed by its membership. It will, \vith 
all the resources at its command, extend 
the policies and program on a provincial 
level of the New Democratic Party of 
Canada. It will endeavour to establish in 
this province a gov~ernment V\rhose object 
shall be to substitute economic planning 
for irresponsible control \vith all its unjust 
consequences; and thereby to give maxi-
mum opportunity for public, co-operative, 
and pri\rate enterprise to contribute to the 
development of our province. To this end 
we will invite the co-operation of all per-
sons who are dedicated to the extension of 
freedom, the abolition of poverty and the 
elimination of exploitation. 
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Article 3 - MEMBERSHIP 
Membership shall be available to indivi-
duals and organizations. 
A - Individual Membership 
( 1) Individual membership shall be open 
to every resident of Ontario, regardless of 
race, creed or colot1r, who undertakes that 
he will abide by the constitution and prin-
ciples of the party and is not, or ceases to 
be, a member or supporter of any other 
political party. 
( 2) St1bject to section ( 1) and to 
Article 9 ( 5), a person becomes an indi-
vidual member of the Party (a) upon 
acceptance of the application by the Sec-
retary of the Party, or, (b) upon the ex-
piration of the 30th day after the applica-
tion for membership and the annual mem-
bership fee are received by the Secretary 
of the Party unless the applicant is given 
notice in writing by the Secretary of the 
Party that the application has been re-
f erred to the Provincial Executive. 
A person who is an individual me1nber 
at the end of any calendar year shall have 
until March 31st in the next year to renew 
membership. 
B - Affiliated l\fembership 
( 1) Affiliated membership shall be open 
to trade unions, farm organizations, co-
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operatives, ethnic associations, -women's 
organizations and other appropriate organ-
izations. Such organizations shall affiliate 
through methods determined by them-
selves. They shall undertake to accept and 
abide by the principles and constitution of 
the party, and shall not be associated or 
identified with any other political party. 
(2) A local, regional or provincial 
organization may apply for affiliation for 
its membership in the province or for 
members of a local, lodge, branch or 
district. 
( 3) Applications for affiliation shall be 
made to the Provincial Council but such 
application can be finally accepted only 
with the approval of the Council of the 
Federal Party. 
Article 4-
CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATIONS 
( 1) Each constituency may adopt by-
laws for the conduct of constituency busi-
ness. Such by-laws or regulations shall be 
subject to the approval of the Provincial 
Council and shall be in accord \vith the 
Provincial Constitution. 
( 2) The purpose of the constituency 
association shall be to organize its electoral 
district for educational and election pur-
poses, and generally, on a continuing basis, 
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to undertak.e on behalf of the party the 
furthering of party work within its particu-
lar district. 
( 3) Each member shall be a member of 
the constituency association in the provin-
cial riding in which he resides, unless the 
person concerned makes a personal request 
that his or her name be listed as member 
of another constituency association, and he 
or she is acceptable to that association. 
But only members resident within the rid-
ing shall have the right to vote at nominat-
• • 1ng conventions. 
( 4) Affiliated organizations and their 
members shall be entitled to participate in 
the regular activities of the constituency 
association on a basis to be decided by 
convention resolution.* 
( 5) Constituency associations and the 
affiliated organizations may establish, with 
the consent of the Provincial Council, an 
area council. Where such councils are 
established their by-laws shall be subject 
to approval by the Provincial Council. 
( 6) Constituency associations may, in 
conjunction \\~ith other appropriate con-
stituency~ associations form, or pro111ote, ad 
hoc associations for electoral purposes in 
federal or n111nicipal elections, provided 
all iner11 l)ers residing in the areas con-
cerr1cd , are notified and sumrnoned to all 
• See resolution appended to this Constitution. 
~' 4 
- -
meetings and provided any selection of 
candidates is carried out in accordance 
\Vith Article 10, and provided any con-
stitution for such an ad hoc association 
shall have been approved by the Executive 
Committee or Council. 
Article 5 - FEES AND DUES 
B - Affiliated Members 
( 1) The per capita fee for affiliated 
organizations shall be as set by the Federal 
• See resolution appended to this Constitution. 
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Constitt1tion of the N e\\7 Democratic Party. 
( 2) An)T member of an affiliated organ-
ization may, at any time, officially notify 
his organization that he does not wish such 
per capita payment to be made to the New 
De1nocratic Party on his behalf, and the 
organization shall forthwith cease to do so. 
1 ( 3) A member of an affiliated organiza-
1 tion may become an individual member 
' upon the payment of the difference be-
tween the annual per capita fee paid on 
his behalf and the prescribed indiv~idual 
membership fee. 
Article 6-
PROVINCIAL CONVENTIONS 
( 1) The regular provincial convention 
shall take place every two years, at a time 
and place to be decided on by the Provin-
cial Council. The regular provincial con-
vention shall not take place in the same 
year as the regular convention of the 
Federal Party. 
( 2) The provincial convention shall be 
the governing lJody of the provincial part)', 
and shall have final authority in all matters 
of principles, policies, constitution and 
program. 
-6-
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(3} At least ninety (90) days' notice 
of date and place of convention shall be 
given to each constituency association, 
affiliated organization, and any other group 
entitled to representation. 
( 4) Registration fees for delegates to 
conventions shall be determined by the 
Provincial Council .. 
( 5) The Provincial Council may call a 
~pecial con,,ention when it deems such 
necessary and shall do so if requested in 
\vriting by two-thirds of the · constituency 
associations in the pro,,rince. Authority for 
the constituency to make such a request 
must be passed at a properly called con-
• • st1tuency meeting. 
( 6) The Provincial Party shall adopt 
such rules and regulations as it deems 
necessary for the conduct of its business, 
but in all matters not governed by these 
rules and regulations, Roberts Rules of 
Order shall govern. 
( 7) The basis of representation for the 
seating of delegates at conventions shall be: 
(a) All members of the Provincial 
Council. 
(b) Each constituency association shall 
be entitled to one delegate for the 
first 25 members or any portion 
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thereof, and one additional delegate 
for each additional 25 members or 
major fraction thereof. 
( c) Each affiliated organization is en-
titled to representation according to 
the number of its members for 
~hich it pays affiliation fees, namely 
fw.o. for the first 100 members or 
any -Portion thereof, and one addi-
tional delegate for each additional 
300 members or major fraction 
thereof. 
( d) Delegates from organizations rec-
ognized under Article 12 of this 
constitution shall be entitled to 
representation on the same basis as 
• • • 
constituency assoc1at1ons. 
( e) Where a Provincial or Regional 
organization comprised of more 
than one local or branch affiliates 
for the total membership in ·the Pro-
vince, it shall be entitled to one 
delegate. 
( f) All members of the P~rty's Caucus 
in the Provincial Legislature and 
Ontario members of the Party's 
Caucus in the Federal Parliament 
shall be seated as delegates. 
( g) The Ontario Young New Demo-
crats shall be entitled to represen-
tation on the following basis: ( 1) 
the .five officers of the Ontario 
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Young New Democrats; (2) Each 
recognized youth club shall be en-
titled to representation at the con-
vention on the same basis as each 
• • • 
constituency assoc1at1on. _ 
( h) Central bodies, specifically Local 
Labour Councils and the Ontario 
Federation of Labour, which are not 
eligible for direct affiliation to the 
Party, but undertake to accept and 
abide by the constitution and prin-
ciples of the Party ~nd have been 
recognized by the Executive of the 
Provincial Party, shall be entitled to 
representation as follows: one dele-
gate from each such central local 
body and two delegates from the 
Ontario Federation of Labour. 
( 8) Delegates to Provincial Conventions 
from central bodies specified in Section 7 
. ( h) and from affiliated organizations, must 
be individual members of the party or 
members of the affiliated organization from 
whom a per cai)ita tax has been paid or 
delegates to the central body, declare that 
they accept the Constitution and principles 
of the Party, and not be members or sup-
porters of any other political part}'· 
( 9) At each Pro\'incial Convention one-
third of the registered delegates shall 
• 
constitute a quorum. 
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Article 7 - PROVINCIAL OFFICERS 
- ( 1 ) The officers of the Provincial Party 
shall ·be ·elected by the Convention and 
shall consist of: · 
(2) 
Leader 
President 
Five Vice-Presidents 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
A member of the Federal Parlia-
ment or the Provincial Legislature may 
not be President or Secretary except that 
a president or secretary who is elected to 
the House of Commons or the Legislative 
Assembly during his term of office may 
complete that term. 
Article 8 ~PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE 
_ ( 1) The Provincial Executive shall con-
sist of: 
(a) Provincial Officers 
(b) Fifteen members elected by the con-
vention, no more than five of whom 
shall be Members of Parliament or 
Members of the Legislative Assem-
bly at the time of their nomination 
to the Provincial Executive. 
( c) Two members elected by the Con-
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vention to the Federal Council of 
the New Democratic Party. 
( d) Two men1bers elected by the Con-
vention of the Ontario Young New 
Democrats . 
. ( 2) Any vacancy occurring in the ex-
ecutive shall be filled by the council, with 
the exception of the Provincial Leader. 
( 3) Any member absenting himself from 
three consecutive meetings of the executive 
\\tithout a reasonable excuse shall be 
deemed to have vacated. his office. 
( 4) A quorum of the Provincial Execu-
tive shall be one third of its members. 
Article 9 - PROVINCIAL COUNCIL 
.. 
( 1 ) The Provincial Council shall consist 
of: 
(a) the Provincial Executive, , . 
(b) two members elected by the Provin-
cial Caucus, 
( c) a duly elected member of the Con-
stituency Executive, 
( d) the president or vice-J?resident of 
each recognized area council, 
( e) eight n1embers elected by the N e\v 
Democratic Youth, 
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( f) representatives fro1n Special Sections 
as determined by the convention. 
( g) One member from each national or 
international union with paid-up 
affiliated membership of t\vo thous-
and or more in Ontario. 
Organizations entitled to delegates under 
this section shall elect or appoint alternates 
who will have ft1ll rights in the absence of 
the regular delegates. 
( 2) (a) The Provincial Council shall 
meet at least three times a year. 
( b) The Provincial Council shall meet 
at the call of the Executive or on 
the written request of twenty-five 
per cent (25%) or more of its 
members. 
( 3) The Provincial Council shall be the 
governing body between conventions. · 
( 4) The Provincial Council shall have 
full authority to adopt and issue statements 
in the 11a1ne of the Party in conforn1ity 
\\rith and based as far as possible on con-
vention decisions. 
( 5) The Pro\rincial C_ouncil shall have 
ft1ll authority to accept or reject applica-
tions for membership or affiliation, subject 
to the req11iren1ents of Article 3B section 
( 3). 
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( 6) Any men1ber absenting himself from 
three consecutive meetings of the Council 
without a reasonable excuse shall be 
deemed to have vacated his office . 
.: ( 7) A quorum of the ·Provincial Council 
shall be one third of its n1embers. 
_ Article 10 -
SELECTION OF CANDIDATES 
( 1) For the purposes of this article, 
'constituency' shall mean the electoral 
area from which a representative is 
elected. 
( 2) A nominating convention shall be 
called by the appropriate constituency 
association for the purpose of nominating 
candidates for electoral office. 
( 3) Where the appropriate constituency 
association fails to, or is unable to, call 
such a convention, or where there is no 
appropriate constituency association, it 
may be called by any ten members living 
within the constituency, or by the Pro-
vincial Council. 
( 4) Individual members residing with-
in the boundaries of the constituency shall 
be mailed notice of such convention at 
least 14 days before it is held, and shall 
be eligible to vote at such convention. 
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After the issuance of election \\rrits, tl1e 
provision requiring fourteen days notice 
nlay be waived, or the tin1e abridged, by 
the Provincial Executive. 
Applicants for men1bership who apply 
within 14 days preceding any sucl1 con-
vention shall not be eligible to vote at 
such convention. 
Wl1ere n1en1bership lists for a constitu-
ency are not a\1ailable (as in the case of 
certain 111t111ici1Jal wards) notice 111ay be 
given by advertise111ent in the Ne"v De1110-
crat or elsewhere. 
( 5) Only persons entitled to vote at a 
nominating convention shall 11ave the right 
to propose a person for non1ination. 
( 6) Any person selected by a nominat-
ing convention as a candidate requires the 
endorsation of the Provincial Council be-
fore he becomes the official candidate for 
the New Democratic Party. 
In the event of a candidate being rejec-
ted by the Provincial Council the constitu-
ency and the candidate \\1ill have a right 
to a full explanation as to the reason for 
the rejectio11 and will ha\'e the right of a 
hearing before the Pro\1incial Cot1ncil. 
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( 7) The constituency association ina y, 
with the appro\1al of the Pro\1incial Coun-
cil, provide for a delegate convention or 
for nomination and selection lJ)' ref err11-
dum vote. 
( 8) Every person offering himself for 
nomination shall be an individual me1nber 
of the party as defined in Article 3A. 
Article 11-
YOUNG PEOPLE'S SECTION 
There shall be a Young People's Section 
of the Party ft1lly autonomous as to its 
program and constitution, provided that 
the said constitution and progran1 are not 
in conflict \\'ith the principles, policies and 
constitutions of the Federal Party, the 
Provincial Party, and the Federal New 
Democratic Youth. 
Members of the Young People's Section 
shall have the same rights, privi1eges and 
obligations as all other members of the 
Party.* 
Article 12-SPECIAL SECTIONS 
( 1) Special sections inay, at the discre-
tion of the Pro\1incial Council, be formed 
and given representation at conventions, 
•see Article 5A Section (2). 
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councils and executives (e.g. women's sec-
tions, farm sections, professional grot1pings, 
t"'thnic groups, etc.) 
( 2) Only members of the party shall be 
eligible for membership in special sections. 
Article 13-DISCIPLINE * 
( 1) The Provincial Executive and con-
stituency association shall each have the 
right to expel, suspend or discipline any 
member for any conduct contrary to this 
Constitt1tion, or the pri11ciples of the Party. 
When such expulsion, suspension, or dis-
cipline has been undertaken it shall be 
subject to final appeal to the Provincial 
Council. 
( 2) The Provincial Executive shall be 
responsibile for the disci1)line of organiza-
tions affiliated under Article 3B section ( 2) 
and may expel, suspend or discipline such 
organizations for any violation of this con-
stitution or for acts that bring discredit 
to the Party, subject to a final appeal and 
hearing before the Provincial Council. 
( 3) Where the OYND executive wishes 
to initiate disciplinary action in regard to 
an OYND member, the power to act shall 
rest with a seven person joint Youth-Party 
Comn1ittee. The Party Executive may in-
itiate disci1Jline procedures relating to an 
*See Statement on Responsibilities of M·embership 
on page 27. 
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OYND member through this co1n111ittee if 
it so decides. Three members of such com-
mittee shall be nominated by the Executive 
of the Party, three shall be non1inated b)' 
the OYND, and the committee shall choose 
a chairman. The decisions of this co1n-
mittee shall be appealal1le to the Party 
Provincial Council. 
( 4) When any discipli11e procedure has 
been taken t1nder any of the al)ove sections, 
then that procedure shall be exclusive. 
Article 14 - AMENDMENTS 
( 1) This constitution n1ay be amended 
by a t\vo-tl1irds majority vote of all dele-
gates present and voting at a Pro\1incial 
Convention. 
CONVENTION RESOLUTIONS 
RESOLUTION 
ON MEMBERSHIP FEES 
Purst1ant to the authority vested in it 
by Sectio11 5 of the provincial constitu-
tio11, the 1968 Conventio11 adopted, eff ec-
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ti\'e 1\ugust 1, 1969, the following resolu-
tion regarding the fees for membership in 
tl1e New Dernocratic Party of Ontario. 
I. Except as provided by paragraphs 
2, 3, 5 and 6, there shall be a general 
n1e111bership fee of $6.00 per person. Of 
this fee, $1.50 will be paid to the Federal 
organization, $0.50 will be rebated to the 
member's constituency association, $1.25 
will pay for a subscription to the New 
l)e111ocrat and $2.75 will be paid to the 
Provincial party. 
2. '"fhe fee for family members is $4.00. 
A f a111il y member is a wife, husband or 
close relative living at the same address 
as an ordinary member. Only one copy of 
the New Democrat is sent to the family. 
3. Old age pensioners may now become 
life members for a fee of $1.00. Half of 
this fee goes to the Federal organization. 
Pensioners now holding annual member-
ships will automatically become life mem-
bers without further ,payment. A person 
\vho is unemployed or who is wholly or 
mainly dependent for subsistence on social 
assista11ce payments shall pay a general 
men1bership fee of · $1.00 ·a year, all of 
\vl1ich shall be paid to the Federal organi-
• 
zat1on. 
4. The official party newspaper shall be 
111ade available at $1.00 per year except 
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as provided for in sections 1 and 2. 
5. Sustaining 1nembership fees are pay-
ments of $15.00 per year or more. Sus-
taining fees over and above the general 
111err1bership fee, and all fees from family 
members will be divided to give 25% to 
the Federal organization, 35% to the 
1nember's constituency association and 
40% to the Provincial party. 
6. Students may obtain general mem-
bership for a fee of $2.50. 
RESOLUTION ON PARTICIPATION 
BY AFFILIATED MEMBERS 
The success of the founding convention 
of the Ne\v Democratic Party was in large 
part due to the fact that it \Vas representa-
tive of all sections of the Canadian com-
munity who believed that the ne\v party 
must be based on democratic financing, 
control and participation. 
Various organizations and groups have 
already made substantial and important 
contributions to the founding of the new 
party. It is essential to its continued 
growth and development tl1at this partici-
pation be .continued and stimulated. 
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This objective can best be accomplished 
by involving the supporters of the new 
party both as organizations and groups 
where practicable and as individuals. To 
make this objective a reality, it is impera-
tive that members of affiliated organiza-
tions and groups, such as farmers, trade 
unionists, profession a I people, ethnic 
groups, youth and wo1nen's organizations 
be encouraged to participate at the local 
level. 
The constituencies provide a logical and 
effective means of inviting this participa-
tion both for the purpose of conducting 
successful election campaigns and involving 
affiliated members in the work of the part}r· 
This convention therefore decides that 
members of affiliated organizations are· en-
titled to attend and vote at constituency 
meetings and nominating conventions pro-
viding their names are registered \Vith the 
constitt1ency secretary. No such member 
will be entitled to vote at a nominating 
convention, unless he has been registered 
for at least 30 days. Such members inay 
not vote in the election of constituency 
association delegates to provincial or fed-
eral conventions of the New Den1ocratic 
Party. 
The affiliated inen1ber may register 
either directly with the secretary of the 
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constituency association or through his 
organization, by signing an official form. 
Such application shall be accepted subject 
to the constitutional provisions governing 
all members. Members so accepted shall 
be subject to the provision of Article 4, 
Subsection 3. 
Where a constituency convention is 
called on a delegate basis, the affiliate·d 
organizations in the constituency shall be 
go\lerned by the basis of representation 
established by the constituency by-laws. 
RESOLUTION ON 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF MEMBERSHIP 
A member of the New De1nocratic Party 
shall be subject to the disciplinary provi-
sions of the Constitt1tion of the Party if l1e: 
a) misrepresents the policy of the Party; 
b) while representing the Party or any 
constituency association p11blicly con-
ducts himself in such a \i\'ay as to bring 
discredit to the Party; 
c) st1pports a group or organization, not 
constitutional! y set up within the Part)', 
which uses the name of the Part)~ \vith-
out prior written appro,,,al of the Party. 
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AMENDMENTS 
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